Shaped by War is the largest ever UK exhibition about the life and work of one of the world's most acclaimed photographers Don McCullin. The exhibition, which features around 250 photographs, contact sheets, objects, magazines and personal memorabilia, opens in an updated form at IWM London this October following a highly successful run at IWM North last year. Don McCullin has photographed war for more than 50 years and many of his iconic black and white images have come to shape our awareness of modern conflict and its consequences. The exhibition also contemplates the moral dilemmas faced by McCullin as a witness to and photographer of conflict and its human cost, as well as McCullin's approach to the changes seen in both photography and journalism throughout his career.
Don
McCullin has photographed war for more than 50 years and many of his iconic black and white images have come to shape our awareness of modern conflict and its consequences. Diane Lees, Director-General of IWM, says: 'Don McCullin is one of the greatest living photographers so we're very pleased to be working with him to share even more of his exceptional war work at IWM London. As a photojournalist documenting the major conflicts of the past 50 years, McCullin showed great courage and integrity to produce a vast number of images which, brought together for this exhibition, serve as a powerful reminder of the impact of war on ordinary people.' The exhibition, which captures the relentlessness of war and its global effects in the twentieth century, is a unique collaboration between Don McCullin and IWM. Most of the black and white images have been handprinted by McCullin himself, while he has also allowed the museum to display his images using lightboxes, large format prints and projections for the first time. The exhibition also includes newly commissioned footage by IWM featuring McCullin reappraising his career. A number of significant objects have also been loaned by the photographer including the US Issue Army Helmet he wore in Vietnam, which gives a sense of his uncompromising drive to document events from the frontline. Our unique Collections, made up of the everyday and the exceptional, reveal stories of people, places, ideas and events. Using these, we tell vivid personal stories and create powerful physical experiences across our five museums that reflect the realities of war as both a destructive and creative force. We challenge people to look at conflict from different perspectives, enriching their understanding of the causes, course and consequences of war and its impact on people's lives.
IWM's five branches are IWM London, with six floors of exhibitions and displays; IWM North, housed in an iconic award-winning building designed by Daniel Libeskind; IWM Duxford, a world renowned aviation museum and Britain's best preserved war-time airfield; Churchill War Rooms, housed in Churchill's secret headquarters below Whitehall and the Second World War cruiser HMS Belfast. 
-2018

